[Peroxisomal diseases].
Abnormalities of the peroxisome often have far-reaching and devastating clinical repercussions. A new category of genetic diseases due to impaired peroxisomal function has now been recognized. These diseases fall into two groups. In the first group more than one peroxisomal enzyme is deficient, suggesting that the primary biochemical disorder lies in the biosynthesis of a membrane protein that is essential to the transport of enzymes from cytoplasm to peroxisome. In the second group only one peroxisomal enzyme is deficient. The rapid and recent developments that have taken place in these two groups of peroxisomal disease are discussed.